OBADIAH 
JUDGMENT AGAINST EDOM 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR > 


* Obadiah means “Servant of the Lord” 

_ * Nothing is know about the author other than his name. 

_ * There are 13 "Obadiahs" in the Old Testament, and one of these may the Obadiah who wrote this book.: 

* An Obadiah was an officer in King Ahab of Israel's court and hid God's prophets in a cave (1 Kings 
1828) 

* An Obadiah was sent out by King Jehoshaphat of Judah to teach the law in the cities of Judah (2 
Chronicles 17:7) 

* An Obadiah was one of the overseers who helped repair the temple in the days of Josiah, King of 
Judah (2 Chronicles 34:12) 

* An Obadiah was a priest in the days of Nehemiah (Nehemiah 10:5) 


* Obadiah is the shortest book in the Old Testament 
* This book is a Prophecy against Edom 

* Chapters: 1 

* Verses: 21 


BACKGROUND OF EDOM 

* Obadiah's prophecy is unique because he doesn't deal with Judah or Israel much at all. His focus is on 

the sin of Edom and the judgment coming upon them. 

 * The Edomites are the people descended from Esau, the son of Isaac and Rebekah and the brother of 
Jacob (Genesis 25:19-34). Esau was nicknamed "Edom" (which means, "red") probably because he 
had red hair 

* Esau eventually settled in the area of Mount Seir and absorbed a people known as the Horites (Genesis _ 
36:8-43) 

* Esau despised his birthright. 

* The man who had the birthright was in contact with God — he was the priest of his family, he was the 
man who had a covenant from God, the man who had a relationship with God. 

* In effect Esau said, “I would rather have a bowl of soup than have a relationship with God.” 

“| have loved you, saith the LORD. Yet ye say, In what way hast thou loved us? Was not Esau Jacob’s 

brother? saith the LORD; yet | loved Jacob, and | hated Esau....” (Malachi 1:2, 3) 

* This is a strange thing for God to say — “I loved Jacob, and | hated Esau.” 

% The Aosochedelyy is in the little Book ov Obadiah. 
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BACKGROUND OF EDOM 
* When Israel came out of Egypt and wanted to pass through the land of the Edomites to enter into the 
Promised Land, the Edomites wouldn't let them (Numbers 20:14-21) 


__ * The Edomites opposed Saul and were conquered under David and Solomon (1. Samuel 14:47, 2 


Samuel 8:14, 1 Kings 9:26) 

- * Inthe days of King Jehoshaphat of Judah, Edom joined with Moab and Ammon to attack Judah, but 
the Lord fought for Judah and defeated them (2 Chronicles 20:1-27, the famous battle that was led 
with praise) 

The Edomites successfully rebelled against King Jehoram of Judah (2 Kings 8:16-22) 

King Amaziah of Judah brought them back under subjugation (2 Kings 14:9-11) 

The Edomites again attacked Judah in the days of King Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:17) 

Centuries later, King Herod the Great (Luke 1:5) was an Edomite 

Obadiah prophesied that: 

°e Edom would be “cut off forever” (vs.10). 


*x* * %* * 


— e¢ "And no survivor shall remain of the house of Esau” (vs.18). 
| wea the destruction Jot Hesusalen | in 170 A. D. , they i i from dled 
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THE PRIDE OF EDOM (OBADIAH 1:3) 
. The Edomites boasted in their natural defenses. 


The ancient city of Petra - once the capital city of Edom, known as Sela - had amazing defenses. 
It is a city carved into the rock, accessible by a narrow canyon almost a mile long. 


* *« ** ao 


At the end of the canyon there is a spectacular city carved in stone, and seemingly incapable of being 
conquered by any army. 


2. The Edomites boasted in their wisdom. 


* 


The men of Edom - especially of the city Teman - were noted for their wisdom. 
The phrase men of the East in the Old Testament often refers to men from Edom 
Passages like 1 Kings 4:30 declare the great wisdom of the men of the East. 


*x* x* * 


Jeremiah 49:7 says of Edom: Is wisdom no more in Teman? Has counsel perished from the prudent? Has their 
wisdom vanished? 


3. The Edomites boasted in their alliances and trusted in their allies - 
* their confederacy, the men at peace with you (Obadiah 1:7). 


* ney safer fe that eae alliances made them strong, and they were thie because of that abalichale 
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OUTLINE OF THE BOOK 


_ |. Edom - destruction, vv. 1-16 

_ A. Charge against Edom, wv. 1-9 
BB. Crime of Edom, vv. 10-14 
| C. Catastrophe to Edom, wv. 15, 16 


IL Israel — restoration, vv. 17-21 
_ A. Condition of Israel, v. 17 
 B. Calling of Israel, v. 18 


C. Consummation of all things, vv. 19-21 
_ (“And the kingdom shall be the Lord’s.”) 
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